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SELECTED  REFERENCES  ON  CONTROLLED  SHOOTING 
AND  ARTIFICL\L  PROPAGATION  OF  WILD  DUCKS 

By  Clark  G.  Webster,  Branch  of  Wildlife  Research 


As  the  gap  between  supply  of  wild  waterfowl  and  number  of  hionters 
widens,  a  growing  interest  has  been  evident  in  himting  pen-reared  mallards 
on  controlled  shooting  areas.  This  leaflet  has  been  prepared  to  help 
answer  inquiries  on  this  subject  received  by  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
The  listed  references  on  this  type  of  shooting  and  on  the  propagation  of 
ducks  for  this  or  other  purposes  probably  are  available  in  many  large 
libraries. 

Those  who  contemplate  establishing  a  controlled  shooting  area  for 
waterfowl  should  take  note  of  the  State  and  Federal  regulations  that  apply. 
These  regulations  are  subject  to  change  from  time  to  time.  For  up-to-date 
information  on  legal  requirements,  it  is  advisable  to  cons\ilt  the  Federal 
game  management  agent  or  the  State  Game  Department  for  the  State  concerned. 

A  controlled  shooting  area  should  be  located  away  from  marshes  and 
ponds  frequented  by  wild  waterfowl,  to  avoid  conflict  with  Federal  and 
State  regulations  prohibiting  the  taking  of  wild  waterfowl  by  the  aid  of 
live  decoys  or  artificially  placed  food.   If  a  controlled  shooting  area 
should  be  located  so  close  to  waterfowl  habitat  that  wild  waterfowl  would 
frequent  the  area,  the  pen-reared  ducks  would  constitute  live  decoys,  and 
their  artificially  placed  food  woiild  serve  as  bait  attractive  to  wild  birds. 
The  taking  of  wild  birds  under  such  circumstances  would  subject  hunters  to 
arrest  and  a  fine  up  to  $500,  or  a  jail  sentence  not  exceeding  6  months,  or 
both. 


Controlled  Shooting 

Controlled  Shooting  -  As  Demonstrated  at  Nilo  Farms,  Brighton,  Illinois. 
Olin  Mathieson  Chemical  Corporation,  East  Alton,  111.  Processed  bulletin. 
\Q)   pages o  Free  on  request. 

Discusses  type  of  location,  equipment  needed,  methods,  and  advantages 
of  this  type  of  shooting. 

Shooting  Mallards  on  Regulated  Areas.  Charles  Dickey.  Modern  Game 
Breeding,  February  1955*  Pages  6-10.  Monthly  magazine.  J.  A.  Gardy 
Printing  Co.,  28  West  State,  St.,  Doylestown,  Pa. 

Describes  controlled  shooting  and  method  of  raising  and  "training"  ducks 
to  fly  from  rearing  pen  to  resting  pond.  Describes  and  illustrates  location 
of  pen,  pond,  and  blinds  in  relation  to  trees  which  are  relied  upon  to 
elevate  the  flight  of  the  ducks  over  the  blinds. 


Raising  Ducks  -  General  Instructions 

Profitable  Duck  Management.  J.  M.  Hunter  and  John  C.  Scholes.  The 
Beacon  Milling  Company^  Inc.^  Cayuga,  N.  Y.   195^*  Bulletin.   95  pages. 

Free  to  persons  In  distribution  areas  "from  Virginia  and  eastern  West 
Virginia  north  to  Maine  Inclusive  (including  the  Delmarva  Peninsula  but 
excluding  Western  Pennsylvania)."  Elsewhere,  $1.00. 

Concise,  up-to-date  treatise  on  domestic  duck  raising,  much  of  which 
can  apply  to  mallards.  Separate  chapter  on  wild  ducks. 

Incubating  Duck  Eggs 

Hatching  Duck  Eggs.  J.  R.  Peyton.  The  Magazine  of  Ducks  and  Geese. 
1950"  Bulletin  Wo.  3«  ^  pages.   50  cents.  Quarterly  magazine.  Address: 
Route  2,  Box  7^4-1,  Duluth  2,  Minn. 

Gives  detailed  instructions. 

Incubation.  Gilbert  H.  Gladish.  Modern  Game  Breeding,  March  1953* 
Pages  11-13. 

Contains  chart  which  aids  in  locating  Incubation  problems. 

Incubation  in  Cabinet  or  Forced  Air  Incubators  (and)  Incubation  in  Still 
Air  Incubators.  Charles  W.  Moses.  Modern  Game  Breeding,  May  1953'  Pages 
10-12. 

Principles  of  Game  Bird  Incubation.  Charles  W.  Moses.  Modern  Game 
Breeding,  November  1953'  Pages  6-8. 

Criteria  of  Age  of  Incubated  Mallard,  Wood  Duck,  and  Bob-white  Quail 
Eggs.  Harold  C.  Hanson.  The  Auk,  Vol.  71,  No.  3.   195^.  Pages  267-272. 
Quarterly  journal.  Address:  Dr.  Charles  G.  Sibley,  Treasurer,  Fernow  Hall, 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York. 

Has  photographs  Illustrating  various  stages  of  embryonic  development. 

Spring  Rainfall  in  Relation  to  Mallard  Production  in  the  Sacramento 
Valley,  California.  Wilbur  W.  Mayhew.  The  Journal  of  Wildlife  Management, 
Vol.  19,  No.  1.   1955.  Pages  36-^^-7.  Quarterly  journal.  Address:  Dr.  D.  L. 
Leedy,  Executive  Secretary,  Branch  of  Wildlife  Research,  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Comments  on  hatching  success  of  artificially  Incubated  mallard  eggs 
subjected  to  differences  in  humidity  and  amount  of  sprinkling. 

Brooding  and  Rearing  Ducklings 

Raising  Ducklings  to  Market  Age.   J.  L.  Peyton.   The  Magazine  of  Ducks 
and  Geese.   1950.  Bulletin  No.  i|.  k   pages.   50  cents. 

The  Instructions  for  rearing  domestic  ducklings  may  also  apply  to 
mallards . 


Modem  Techniques  for  Rearing  Waterfowl.  John  A.  Grlswold.  Modern 
Game  Breeding,  April  195^.  Pages  18-22. 

Gives  methods  of  overcoming  some  difficulties  in  artificial  propagation 
of  certain  species  of  vild  ducks. 

Some  Surprises  in  Research.  Henry  L.  Yeagley.  Audubon  Magazine,  Vol.  55^ 
No.  U.  July-August  1953.  Pages  I58-I61.  Bimonthly.  Address:   II30  Fifth 
Avenue,  New  York  28,  N.  Y. 

Tips  on  rearing  wood  ducks. 

Notes  on  the  Artificial  Propagation  of  Wood  Duck.  Harold  C.  Hanson. 
The  Journal  of  Wildlife  Management,  Vol.  15,  No.  1.   1951.  Pages  68-72. 

Infra  Red  Brooding  of  Waterfowl.  S.  A.  Bradford.  Modern  Game  Breeding, 
November  1953.   H  pages. 

Indicates  advantages  of  infrared  brooders  for  small  numbers  of  ducklings. 

Managing  Breeding  Birds 

Management  of  Breeding  Ducks.  J.  R.  Peyton.  The  Magazine  of  Ducks  and 
Geese.  19^9.  Bulletin  No.  2o  h   pages.   50  cents. 

Nutrition 

Studies  on  the  Nutrition  of  Wild  Waterfowl.   Earl  R.  Holm  and  M.  L.  Scott. 
New  York  Fish  and  Game  Journal,  Vol.  1,  No.  2.   195^4-.  Pages  I7I-I87. 
Semiannually.   75  cents  a  copy.  Address:   Robert  W.  Darrow,  New  York 
Conservation  Department,  Albany  1,  New  York. 

Construction  of  Ponds  for  Waterfowl 

Waterfowl  Management  on  Small  Areas.  C  E.  Addy  and  L.  G.  MacNamara. 
Wildlife  Management  Institute,   709  Wire  Building,  Washington  5,  D.  C. 
19^8.  Bulletin.  80  pages.  Free  on  request. 

Ponds  for  Waterfowl,   J.  L.  Peyton.   The  Magazine  of  Ducks  and  Geese. 
19^4-9.  Bulletin  No.  27.  h   pages.   50  cents. 

Magazines  Dealing  With  These  Subjects 

Game  Breeder  and  Sportsman.   (Monthly).   The  Game  Conservation  Society, 
Inc.,  1819  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Modern  Game  Breeding.   (Monthly).   J.  A.  Gardy  Printing  Co.,  28  W.  State 
St.,  Doylestown,  Pa. 

The  Magazine  of  Ducks  and  Geese.   (Quarterly).  Route  2,  Box  ^kl,   Duluth  2, 
Minn. 
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